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ATCA Steering Committee Meeting agenda 

 

Thursday, April 10th  

8:30 Welcome by  Co-chairs Wilbur  Brown and Anna  Sappah  
Goal 5: Build the capacity of Alaskan communities to respond to the burden of tobacco.    

• ATCA Steering Committee orientation - built around questions posed by new members  
• Regional and Core Agency Reports   (2 hours)  
• Membership Report  - (5 minutes)   
• Elections - identify a work group chair  (10 minutes)      
• Awards - identify a work group chair (10 minutes)  
• Scholarships - Pat Reynaga, Chair  (5 minutes)   
• Communications - discuss needs and identify work group chair   

12:00   Goal 6: Support and maintain a comprehensive, statewide tobacco control program 
• State Report - Kathy Allely, Section Chief, Chronic Disease and Health Promotion  
• Advocacy Report: Alaska for Tobacco Free Kids  - Suzanne Sands reporting 

1:00  Breakout session around 4 work groups: 2009 Tobacco Summit, Scholarships, Evaluation and 
Communication. After participants work in break out sessions, the groups will report back.    
2:30   Goal 1: Increase the percentage of Alaska youth who never start using tobacco  

 Youth Behavior Risk Survey report by Erin Peterson and discussion ( 30 minutes  presentation, plus 
discussion )  
Break 

 3:15  Goal 2: Increase the percentage of Alaskans who successfully quit using tobacco 
• Medicaid work group  -  (15 minutes including presentation and discussion)     
• Quitline  - Alex Hicks  (15 minute presentation plus discussion)   

4:00   Goal 3: Increase the percentage of Alaskans who are protected from the harms of secondhand smoke 
• Housing work group report  - Nick Gonzales reporting -   (15 minutes including presentation and 

discussion)   

Goal 4: Reduce disparities in tobacco use and secondhand smoke exposure 

•  Six strategies, but nothing to report or discuss at this time.    

4:15 Wrap up/revise Friday plan 
• Add any suggested topics  
• Review/revise Friday agenda  
• Confirm next meeting dates   

4:45 Adjourn  



 

Friday, April 11th  8:30 AM - 2:00 PM    (Meeting  in the same place as Thursday) 

Strategic thinking - You will discuss   some of the bigger questions that will shape your work plan for the 
year. Some of these questions include: 

• Tobacco Summit   
• How can the ATCA phone line be better utilized?  
• How can youth provide input?  
• Look at strategies for each of the goals to identify champions for more of the strategies  
• Discuss how to make the membership packet most meaningful to members. What should be 

included besides the steering committee, summaries of each work group and their points of 
contact,  

• How does ATCA monitor and measure progress on the strategic plan? The evaluation committee 
is new. Discuss how this committee can best help ATCA.  (Lakota had a great idea of asking 
everyone currently listed as a champion for a strategy in the strategic plan if they've begun 
working on their strategy or have plans to begin work. I sent an email out and will compile the 
results for your steering committee meeting and this discussion.)   

• Meeting evaluation  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Membership Committee Report - new members since February meeting 

1. Michelle Crawford - retired and just moved to Anchorage from Soldotna where she was a Customer Advocate 
for the hospital. She has been through Am. Cancer Society training and taught stop smoking classes at the 
hospital. References: Debi Honer, HR director and Bonnie Nichols, PR Director both at Central Peninsula 
Hospital in Soldotna 

2. Wanda Clark, Rural Cap/Valdez Public Health and AmeriCorp member. References: Pam Shirrell and George 
Keeney.  Wanda works closely with public health nusre and city schools in education and prevention work. 
Promotes the quit line 

3. Ingrid Link, Alaska Family Services/Breathe Free Mat-Su. References are Anna Sappah and Marti Pausback 
4. Claudia Dolfi, Alaska Family Services/Tobacco Prevention Youth Coordinator, Sutton, AK, references are Anna 

Sappah and Marti Pausback 
5. Anuska Sears, Manokotak, AK, Americorp Member and health and wellness educator. References are Dana 

Diehl, and Alison Kulas. 
6. Colleen Weter, AmeriCorps member, references Dana Diehl, Alison Kulas 
7. Ksenia Deishl, McLaughlin Youth Center as Juvenile Justice Officer in Anchorage, References Sidney Reynolds 

and Garrett Gaines. Works with at risk teens. 
8. .Eliza Meier, AmeriCorps member at Napaskiak, references are Dana Diehl, Alison Kulas, Maria at Oscarville 

Clinic and Chris Meier, Oscarville School. She had Nick Gonzales forward her application  
9. Henry George, YKHC Nicotine Dependence Counselor, Bethel, Carrie Enoch and Carolyn Nevak as references. 
10. Ben Marx, YKHC CVD Case manager,  Carrie Nevak as reference (perhaps Carrie Enoch and Caroline Nevak 
11. Yolanda Smith, RN, PHN, Public Health Nurse, Bethel, Tim Strunka and Jennifer Meyer as references 
12. Mary Weiss, UAA School of Nursing, Bill Bouwens and Emily Nenon as references 
13. Kristin Bogue, Southcentral Foundation, Lead Health Educator, David Fenn and Laura Kotelman as references 
14. Laura Swier Kotelman, Southcentral Foundation, manages HIS Tobacco Grant. Vanessa Hiratsuka and Kate 

Landis as references. 
15. Laverne Schafer, Tanana Chiefs Conference, Tobacco Policy Coordinator. Melanie Brenner as reference. 
16. Valerie Nelson, Copper River Native Association, new grantee, Crystal Talyat and Marti Pausback are 

references. 

17. Claudia Dunn, YKHC Healthy Hearts Coordinator, Carrie Enoch and Greg Moses are references.  



  
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Housing Work Group Report 
  
Work group members:  Emily Nenon, Anna Sappah, Nick Gonzales, Wendy Hamilton, Joanie Fogal, 
Heather Davis, Debbie Meganack, Jennifer Adzima, Celeste Barrett, Doris Robbins, Charlotte Gisvold, 
and JoAnne Zito-Brause 
  
Summary of activities:  
The Alaska Smokefree Housing Partnership has been meeting bi-monthly since January 2008. Initially 
the reasoning was to ensure planning for the Jim Bergman reception as part of the Spring Grantee 
Training. 
 Although there was a small showing for the Jim Bergman evening reception/presentation the individuals 
present represented key housing organizations for Anchorage and statewide. All in all, the reception was 
a huge success with these individuals being fully engaged with the speaker. Since the event was held in 
Anchorage the primary coordination was done by Celeste Barrett. 
  
Prior to this two key members of the committee developed two fact sheets; one aimed at tenants and the 
other aimed at  condominium owners, boards & property management companies.  These will be posted 
on the ATCA website.  (If you would like to have these word documents emailed to you, contact 
Brenda@iialaska.com) 
  
Summary of activities or discussions anticipated for the next 4 months: 
  

• Logo development to brand the fact sheets has been an ongoing agenda item.  
• Maintaining the momentum generated by the Jim Bergman reception/presentation.  
• Planning for the purpose of:  

o Development of a statewide network of agencies to support citizens in being free from 
secondhand smoke.  

o Developing resources, community-wide and state-wide, to advocate for citizens 
experiencing secondhand smoke.  

o Developing a media campaign supporting smoke-free housing and advertising the 
Alaska Smokefree Housing Partnership phone number.   

o Research and lobby for a change in real estate disclosure laws requiring agents to tell 
potential buyers whether a condo association is smoke free or if there have been any 
reported problems of drifting smoke 

 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
Medicaid and 3rd Party Payer Work Group  
  
Chair and contact information:  Andrea Thomas, 222 Tongass Dr., Sitka, Alaska 99825    Phone:  907-
966-8883 or 907-738-2443 andrea.thomas@searhc.org 
Work group members:  Lisa Aquino, Christine Brubaker, Bill Bouwens, David Campana, Cheryl 
Lunceford, Carrie Enoch, Renee Gayhart, Chris Grangaard, Kate Herring, Vanessa Hiratsuka, Stcy Kelly, 
Erin Peterson, Marilyn Thorson, 
  
Summary of activities since last meeting:  
Work group activities include looking at the Alaska Medicaid coverage of tobacco cessation, and coming 
up with short, intermediate and long terms goals to change the coverage to better serve Alaskans. This 
includes collecting past information about the original Medicaid coverage work group recommendations, 



gathering information from key Medicaid personnel on how to change coverage, and comparing our state 
coverage to other states.   
  
Medicaid short-term goals include: 
1.  Point of visit- change the regulation that only allows tobacco cessation reimbursement for patients 

seen only for tobacco, to patients that are seen for other issues and tobacco. 
2.  Allowing coverage of combination nicotine replacement therapies. 
3.  Allowing coverage of other nicotine replacement therapies prior to patch failure. 
  
Medicaid intermediate goals: 
1.  Discontinuing prior authorization for nicotine patches. 
2.  Changing the reimbursement to higher rate for current provider types. 
  
Medicaid long-term goal: 
1.  Change provider types to allow tobacco treatment specialists to be a Medicaid reimbursable provider 

type. 
  
The group is also looking at third party payer coverage of tobacco cessation.  Research was done on 
third party payers in Alaska.  We created a strategy to inform and encourage major employers in Alaska 
to adopt a gold standard of coverage for tobacco cessation.  
  
Summary of activities or discussions anticipated for the next 4 months: 
 Work on the short tem goals for Medicaid and discuss the intermediate and long term goals with 

Medicaid personnel.  
Create material addressing the best coverage for tobacco cessation and send the information to the 

Benefit Officers of top Alaskan employers.  

  
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
ATFK 
  
 Alaska for Tobacco Free Kids points of contact: 

• Emily Nenon, American Cancer Society  emily.nenon@cancer.org    (907) 273-2097  
• Suzanne Sands, American Heart Association  suzanne.sands@heart.org    (907) 865-3505  
• Kate Herring, American Lung Association    kherring@aklung.org     (907) 644-6418    

  
Activities Since Last ATCA Meeting: 
Federal Issue: 

Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act 
•         The Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act would give the Food and Drug 

Administration the authority to hold the tobacco industry accountable and bring an end to 
shameful marketing campaigns aimed at children. 

•         On March 11, 2008, the House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Health passed the 
Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act by 18-9 vote.   

•         The next likely step for this legislation is a vote by the full Energy and Commerce Committee.  
•         Senators Murkowski and Stevens are sponsors of the Senate version of this Act; 

Congressman Young has not yet been persuaded to sign-on as a co-sponsor. 
  
 State Issues:   
 

Funding (Operating Budget): 
•         A $1 million increment for tobacco control has passed the Senate and House Operating 

Budgets and thus, is expected to be approved by the Legislature for FY 09. 
•         If approved this would bring Alaska total funding for FY 09 to $8.2 million – giving Alaska the 

distinction of being the 5th state in the country to fund a comprehensive tobacco control 
program at the CDC’s recommended minimum funding level for Alaska. (This was a 1999 



recommendation and in Fall 2007, the CDC announced new recommendations, which for 
Alaska is $10.8 million for a fully-funded comprehensive program.)  

 
  
HB 207: 
•         Current law requires “active” parental consent for all anonymous student surveys conducting in 

schools.  Since the implementation of the “active consent” law in 1999, Alaska has had a 
difficult time collecting data to report health habits and evaluate programs like the Alaska 
Tobacco Control Program.   This was not the case prior to 2000 when active consent was not 
required. 

•         Sponsored by Representative Peggy Wilson (Wrangell) HB 207 changes the consent of 
parents from “active” (parents must “opt in” for a student to participate in the survey) to 
“passive” (where a parent must “opt out” if they do not wish for their student to participate). 

•         Within HB 207, the notification provisions in the current law remain in place and are actually 
made stronger.  

•         At the time of writing this “Update” HB 207 is scheduled for its final committee of referral -- 
House Rules – on Monday, March 31st.   Typically, when a bill advances to the Rules 
Committee, it is scheduled for a Floor Session Hearing (before the entire House or Senate) and 
does not receive a hearing (discussion/amendments) in the Rules Committee. 

•         Representative Wilson has alerted us to the fact that House Rules Committee Chair, John 
Coghill (North Pole), is expected to amend HB 207 to allow for “passive” parental consent only 
for the Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS).  The YRBS is the instrument which the State relies 
upon to measure tobacco use and behaviors among youth.  It is believed that there ARE the 
votes for this to pass the House and then move to Senate for committee assignments, swift 
hearings and hope for passage in the Senate.   

•         Final update regard this bill’s status will occur at the ATCA Steering Committee meeting in 
April. 

 
  
SB 48/HB 103:  (See key talking points later in this report)  
•         This bill amends Rule 62, Alaska Rules of Civil Procedure, to limit the amount of the bond 

required to stay execution of a judgment in a civil litigation during an appeal to the lesser of $5 
million or 10% of net worth.   

•         A few years ago, a similar bill was pushed by the tobacco industry to limit so-called “appeals 
bonds” in tobacco cases in Alaska.  This is part of the tobacco industry’s policy agenda. 

•         While the current version of HB 103 does NOT address tobacco companies, it is of interest and 
concern that an additional tobacco lobbyist has been hired to only work this issue in Juneau. 
 The title of the bills allow for the inclusion of special protection of tobacco companies which if it 
were to occur, would happen in the final hours of this Legislative Session and without 
requirement for any public comment. 

•         Thus the attached “talking points” have been provided to lobbyists for AARP, American Cancer 
Society, American Heart Association, and American Lung Association so they might quickly 
attend to the matter should it be necessary.   

•         BOTTOM LINE:  without the mention of the tobacco companies in this bill, the voluntary 
organizations take a “neutral” position.  If the tobacco companies are named in the bill(s), the 
voluntaries will “oppose” the bill(s). 

•         SB 48 has not moved in a year, and is stalled in the Senate Judiciary Committee (its first 
committee of referral). 

  
HB 123: 
•         Sponsored by Representative Crawford, this bill would raise the legal age for purchase of 

tobacco products from 19 to 21 years of age.   
•         HB 123 has been stalled since January 2007 in its first committee, House Labor & Commerce.  

It will not pass this session. 
•         This is an example of a well intentioned effort to reduce youth consumption of tobacco.  

However, without the evidence to suggest such legislation would result in a reduction of 
tobacco use and given the many other tobacco control policy priorities, this initiative is not met 
with much enthusiasm. 

 



  
 Local Issues:  

Nome: 
•         In December the Nome City Council entertained an ordinance which addressed clean indoor air 

– though NOT comprehensively. 
•         Of tremendous concern to the tobacco control community were a number of exemptions to the 

ordinance which included allowing for smoking sections in restaurants/bars and smoking where 
“ventilation” systems were in place. 

•         The voluntary agencies and others worked with the City Council and Nome Tobacco Control 
Grantee, Lance Johnson, using materials like the US Surgeon Generals 2006 report which 
concludes that ventilation does NOT work and there are NO safe levels of secondhand smoke. 

•         A poll was conducted in Nome in February with favorable results – indicating a desire on the 
part of citizens for a comprehensive smokefree community. 

•         Education continues in Nome and a ballot measure in October is possible. 
  
 

Juneau:  (a great ad will be posted to the ATCA website or email brenda@iialaska.com if you 
would like to have it emailed to you)  
•         January 1, 2008, Juneau’s comprehensive ordinance was enacting (after a 4-year phase-in).  A 

“loophole” was found which exempted one of Juneau’s “club’s” and when the Assembly sought 
to address that issue in late February, the entire ordinance was “opened” for discussion. 

•         At the Assembly hearing the opposition (restaurant and bar association) distributed a written 
sample amendment that would have allowed for several exemptions including ventilation.  As 
noted in the above Nome report, exemptions like this are of grave concern. 

•         In addition to issues like this being of concern regarding public health, they dramatically 
threaten the political opportunities to advance a statewide clean indoor air law. 

•         After a tremendous amount of effort and work, the Juneau Assembly took action to assure a 
comprehensive approach to clean indoor air in Juneau. 

•         Avaiable  is a copy of the full page ad that urges the Council to NOT permit ventilation and 
weaken the current clean indoor air ordinance. 

   
Other Communities: 
•         Policy issues are being discussed and strategy developed in communities including, Wrangell, 

Fairbanks,  Kenai and the Mat-Su Borough.   
•         It is possible that a ballot measure could be held in the fall in Wrangell. 

  
Activities/Discussion Anticipated in the Coming FOUR months: 

•         Manage details pertaining to state issues through the close of the 2008 Legislative Session. 
•         Continue to lobby for federal passage of the Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control 

Act. 
•         Partner with the State to ensure the Tobacco Prevention and Control program is managed and 

operated in accordance with Legislative intent.  
•         Continue to partner with AKEELA (providing technical assistance to local efforts) and monitor 

activity in each of the local communities. 
•         Encourage education efforts in local communities  -  with particular emphasis upon 

those  interested in passage of comprehensive clean indoor air policies in 2008.  
  
 

__________________________________________________________________  
  
2008 Tobacco Summit Evaluation Summary 
  
Although we had about 80 registered, our attendance averaged 60 people throughout both days. That 
nasty flu bug and family emergencies seemed to be the biggest reasons for cancellations. Here are the 
evaluation results. The steering committee decided to hold the next Tobacco Summit in April rather than 
February.  
  



  
  Average Score (1-4) Number of responses 

Overall Tobacco Summit Program 3.4 34 

 Community Wellness/tobacco presentation 3.4 36 

Chew tobacco/Iqmik presentation 3.2 36 

Alaska Tobacco’s Quitline presentation 3.2 34 

Best Practices for Alaska presentation 3.25 40 

Power of local policy/clean indoor air 3.4 27 

ATCA’s Strategic Plan presentation 3.6 40 

Youth prevention, cessation, media strategies presentation 3.4 27 

Tobacco Tax Tool Kit presentation 3.7 20 

Evaluation summary successes presentation 3.6 24 

Opportunity for sharing and networking 3.5 27 

Exhibits, resources and poster contest 3.3 39 

Reception and ATCA Awards presentation 3.4 33 

Incorporating the region’s culture and traditions 3.4 32 

Value of attending the summit 3.5 36 

  

What were the most valuable aspects to you of this year’s ATCA Tobacco Summit? 



 
•          The breakout sessions. 
•          Learning the process – all the new info – great new contact people 
•          Getting baseline info – networking 
•          Networking – The CEU’s – Thank you 
•          Networking 
•          Hearing from Bethel locals on the history of Bethel’s Clean Indoor Air Act. Also, networking with other tobacco advocates 

from around the state. 
•          Sharing ideas 
•          Meeting people, connections, interesting sessions, policy info, leaning about relationship between state and ATCA 
•          It would be nice if presenters did not read verbatim their powerpoints. Also provide handouts to take notes. Provide real 

stories to draw people in and illustrate data. 
•          “Recipe for Policy Change” presentation, great metaphor and tools. Dr. Gary Ferguson’s excellent vision for an integrated, 

holistic approach to community wellness and tobacco.  Great policy timeline. Presentation by Marge Larson – local to global. 
•          Good presentation and information, recognition and award to individuals who have contributed significantly to the success 

of the ATCA Summit. 
•          The Presentation on community wellness was excellent.  A good bridging between being raised in Alaska and translating 

that to a global health message. The recipe for changing local policy was great, good ideas.  The breakout session on youth 
prevention was good, lots of new ideas for working with youth. 

•          Meeting other tobacco free advocates. Education on upcoming changes for 2008. 
•          Continued updating of what is happening statewide. 
•          Networking and information on progresses. 
•          Recognition of 10-year anniversary in Bethel. 
•          Networking, evaluation “Dashboard” to continuously another program. 
•          Current strategies in awareness and law. 
•          Networking. 
•          Flow and content of overall agenda, particularly on day one. 
•          Meeting other members and attendees. Local policy, Tobacco Tax toolkit and Quit line presentations were great. 
•          Having the Summit in Bethel. 
•          New experience. 
•          Opportunity for sharing and networking. 
•          Networking with everyone. The dancing was tons of fun. 
•          Networking. 
•          (Re)connecting with folks from around the state. I made many beneficial connections that will directly benefit the care I can 

provide to my clientele. The conference provides me with a necessary opportunity to improve tobacco prevention and control 
efforts. 

•          Networking. Visiting Bethel. 
•         Information.  
The speakers’ attitudes and passion about the subject. 

  

What would you like to see offered at future ATCA Tobacco Summits? 

 
•          Introductions in the beginning, more time for other program discussions – successes, challenges, etc.  TATU, N.O.T., etc. 
•          More local presentations from all the schools and communities – resource log. 
•          More educational guest speakers. More recognition of the work that tobacco cessation grantees are doing and not just 

recognition of policy work. It wasn’t even mentioned that cessation grantees have their own highly successful tobacco 
cessation programs with trained tobacco cessation counselors that reach Alaska Natives. 

•          Question and answer where problem areas ID’d and discussed. Meet and greet pre-reception where participants introduce 
themselves and tell why they are at the conference and fun fact! 

•          Viral marketing.  How to get at the underlying problems that cause smoking. 
•          Continue to highlight community efforts that are working well, based on CDC best practices. Informational outreach and 

scholarships to expand participation of new partners and new members into ATCA. 
•          More hands-on experience and training for others that has been on the field of prevention. 
•          More of the same. 
•          More youth involved.  More success stories – less facts (put that in writing) 
•          Continued and additional support of youth programs. 
•          Updates for numbers for new Quit line Contract.  Work and updates to promote statewide tobacco policy for 2009-2011. 
•          Big tobacco schemes. 
•          Motivational and behavioral strategies in cessation. 
•          New information and move handouts from presentations. 
•          Breakout sessions were too short.  Maybe offer only 3 at a time and shorten – 2 different times on the agenda, so 4 

breakout opportunities to attend 6 sessions. 
•          Open discussions – sharing. 
•          More input or stories from local elders or leaders in the host community. 
•          More time for group interactions, perhaps breakout groups relating to strategic plan. 



•          More time for breakout. 
•          More exhibits. 
•          Presentations by local persons – of course they have to have something to present so that would involve local activities and 

actions. 
•          Interactive presentations. I appreciate the stretch breaks; however movement and activity need to be built into the other 

presentations, The brain can only input so much if the body is sitting for extended periods of time.  Also, I like it when I can 
go home with something that I can use. 

•          Alaska Native presentations – language/interpreter (might attract locals?) Local radio presence – live talk? (i.e. Yupik, etc.) 
Meetings throughout the community (school, church, etc.) – might give folks opportunity to attend. 

•          Keep on going with information provided. 
•          More information and pamphlets to teach younger people the dangers of smoking and chewing 

Suggested community for future ATCA Tobacco Summit: 

 
•          Nome 
•          Bethel 
•          Fairbanks 
•          Fairbanks 
•          Sitka or Ketchikan 
•          Fairbanks or Soldotna 
•          Fairbanks 
•          Sitka 
•          Interior/Fairbanks 
•          Anchorage 
•          Anchorage or Fairbanks 
•          Anchorage 
•          Fairbanks or Palmer/Wasilla area 
•          Fairbanks 
•          Kenai 
•          Seward 
•          Southeast (Sitka, Juneau, etc.) 
•          Fairbanks 
•          Homer or Juneau or Bethel again 
•          Fairbanks 
•          Dillingham, Unalaska, Nome, Sitka, Barrow, Wasilla, Juneau 

Additional Comments:



 

 
•          Thanks for all the work that went into the summit! We really appreciate it! If I prioritized work to be done: Quit line for under 

18 y/o 
•          This was my first Tobacco Summit. Thank you for having it in Bethel, please come again. 
•          Some things were repetitive from other Tobacco workshops, Summits! Breakout sessions too short. 
•          Many people work during the day – what about a community-wide education offering in the evening? I must think some 

more about how to reach out to villages – maybe sub regional clinics? Great job, thanks to all! 
•          The presentations on Monday night would have been more helpful to have been written or even sent out ahead of time to 

be reviewed so I could have asked thoughtful questions.  I know it is hard to have presenters turn information in, but it would 
be more helpful for the steering committee. 

•          Congratulations! You all did a great job.  

•  Great job and thank you. 
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ATCA STEERING COMMITTEE MINUTES:  April 10, 11 2008   
 
Attendees:  Wilbur Brown, Anna Sappah, Carrie Enoch, Melanie Brenner, Christine Grangaard, Kate Herring, Laura Muller, Lakota Murry, 

Emily Nenon,  Pat Reynaga, Laura Revels, Suzanne Sands, Anna Sappah, Marilyn Thorson. Not attending:  George Olanna, 
Caroline Nevak, Lincoln Bean, Aubie Gregg.    Seventeen people signed in as guests.      

 
Related Minutes:  

 Acting Program Manager Erin Peterson reported on the YRBS study. See attached PowerPoint and Excel document.  
    

GOAL 2: Increase the percentage of Alaskans who successfully quit using tobacco 
Strategy Champion 
2.1. Expand third-party payor coverage for tobacco cessation  Andrea Thomas  

2.3  Continue to promote and enhance the Alaska Tobacco Quit Line Alex Hicks 

2.4  Educate the public and community leaders about the availability of cessation services including the Alaska Tobacco Quit 
Line, free NRT, and Medicaid coverage 

Alex Hicks 

2.5  Maintain counter-marketing efforts motivating and encouraging people to quit Joanne Zito-
Brause/Kay Ashton 

2.6  Ensure health care providers have access to best practices in tobacco cessation and support comprehensive health care 
cessation systems 

Stacy Kelley  

 
Related Minutes:  

 Medicaid work group report was submitted with agenda and is attached.  
 Quit Line report: Alex reported that Stacy Kelley, Nick Gonzales and Wilbur Brown traveled with her to Seattle to meet with the 

client services manager and facilitator who helped put together protocols for coaches. The next meeting is April 21st. New 
materials are being developed. Stacy and Wilbur shared their observations of the calls and communication they observed. 
This topic is requested to be on next meeting’s agenda. 

 ASAA proposed policy discussion:  Steering Committee members discussed their role and determined a couple of members 
would make themselves available to ASAA as resources, particularly in sharing research-based best practices. 

 
 

Goal 3: Increase the number of Alaskans who are protected from the harms of secondhand smoke. 
Strategy Champion 
3.1   Support local efforts to enact comprehensive clean indoor air ordinances e.g. Klawock Marti Pausback & 

Emily Nenon 
3.2    Support efforts for multi-unit housing to go smoke free Anna Sappah 

3.3   Educate about secondhand smoke harms in private residences Nick Gonzales & 
Anna Sappah 

3.4  Maintain and expand countermarketing about the dangers of secondhand smoke Kay Ashton & 
Joanne Zito-Brause 

3.5  Prepare for an eventual statewide law – enacted by 2013 Suzanne Sands 

Goal 1: Increase the percentage of Alaskan youth who never start using tobacco 
Strategy Champion 
1.1.  Maintain and enhance counter-marketing efforts to increase connection to youth markets Marge Larson 

1.2  Make tobacco products more expensive for youth to purchase by encouraging local and state tobacco tax increases and 
supporting federal tax increases 

Marti Pausback 

1.3  Enact local and statewide comprehensive clean indoor air laws to change social norms EmilyNenon & 
Marti Pausback 

1.4  Support community-based and school-based youth programs that promote healthy lifestyle choices and education on the 
harmful effects of tobacco. 

Lauren Kelsey 

1.5  Support young leaders who work within their communities and with peers to discourage tobacco use. Kay Ashton 

1.6  Include youth input to ATCA. Kate Herring 

1.7  Strengthen and improve adherence to federal, state, and local laws regulating product placement and possession. Joe Darnell  

1.8  Maintain and enforce strong penalties for selling tobacco to youth. Kate Herring 
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Related Minutes: 

 Housing Work Group report was submitted with agenda, and is attached. 
 

Goal 4: Reduce disparities in tobacco use and secondhand smoke exposure 
Strategy Champion 
4.1   Promote culturally appropriate prevention & cessation protocols to increase cultural competence of tobacco programs. Wilbur Brown Jr., 

Bill Bouwans 
4.2  Encourage and recruit diverse partnerships and community-based, grassroots involvement in tobacco control activities. Laura Revels 

4.3  Maintain and expand media targeted at specific populations that experience disparities Joanne Zito-
Braunse & Kay 
Ashton 

4.4  Facilitate coordination between the Native and non-Native medical system. Marie Lavigne 

4.5  Address tobacco disparities at the school-based level by working within the educational system to deliver appropriate, 
targeted curriculum and prevention messages to populations with high rates of tobacco use. 

Wilbur Brown/Anna 
Sappah will contact 
George and Lauren 

4.6   Coordinate with existing programs that target youth not in the school system (i.e. high school dropouts)  to provide 
tobacco prevention and control programs. 

Gail Schiemann 

 
Related Minutes: None 

 
 

Goal 5: Build the capacity of Alaskan communities to respond to the burden of tobacco. 
Strategy Champion 
5.1  Grow ATCA and work to have more advocates on the ground. Melanie Brenner 

and Pat Luby 
5.2  Use existing local networks and non-traditional partnerships to deliver tobacco-free messages and programs Melanie Brenner 

and Pat Luby 

5.3  Encourage community grantees to publicize the importance of cessation, cessation techniques, and other pertinent 
information locally. 

Akeela- Marti 
Pausback & 
Chistine Brubaker 

5.4 Increase communication and transparency between partners. Wilbur Brown & 
Anna Sappah 

5.5  Support and improve access to technical assistance and resources for local advocates. Marti Pausback 

5.6  Continue to provide and enhance orientation and training opportunities for tobacco advocates throughout the state as well 
as develop more statewide events like the Alaska Tobacco Summit 

Laura Muller  

5.7  Work to cultivate and retain staff, at both the community and state level, in order to have consistency in program delivery 
and better ability to effectively manage and implement programs 

State Prog Mgr & 
ATCA co-chairs 

5.8  Work to develop locally-generated funding to self-sustain, local tobacco prevention and control programs Laura Muller & co 
chairs.that (Wilbur 
& Anna will recruit 

 
Related Minutes:   

1. Regional Reports:  
Southeast Region: Wilbur Brown   

 Southeast Toboacco Free Partnership continues to meet. The Ferry system improved their signage and employees are starting 
to enforce the policy.  

 Juneau policy passed, which included closing some loopholes. Great work! 
 Hot spots: Wrangell –moving forward with an ordinance. Haines is going well.  

 
South Central Region: Anna Sappah  

 Kenai/Soldotna is inquiring about an ordinance. Working with grantee. Working with Emily and Jennifer.  
 MatSu reports on a White Coat project, giving information to health care providers and clinics to encourage screening for 

tobacco use.  
 Seward: Chugachmiut is the grantee, and going through restructuring. Seward is most active community within grantee. Working 

with smokefree housing group. Partnering with Bridges.  Beginning discussions regarding a borough-wide tobacco tax.  
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Interior Region: Melanie Brenner 
 Was impressed with the former surgeon general’s presentation at the Access Conference.  
 TCC is expanding the ordinance at the clinic to go TCC-wide. Tobacco use is now on the screening tool for behavioral health. 

The cessation counselor can go to behavioral health to provide services.  Anna, Eric and Jennifer came to Fairbanks to 
explore a city council member’s interest in an ordinance. Borough/city authorities and boundaries are a challenge. 

 
Anchorage area: Lakota Murray:   

 A select number of businesses and organizations were asked about tobacco, and she plans to follow up with them. 
 As part of her work in wellness and prevention, she participated in HIV awareness day and she sees lots of possibilities to 

incorporate tobacco. Tobacco is in the DVD on wellness. (Consortium) 
 Local newspaper articles were shared.  
 There are some great outreach opportunities connected to outreach for health care people who are homeless, noting the 

successful event at Beans Cafe.  
 The Alaska Native Charter School opens next year. Rural students are at greater risk.  
 Need to follow up with businesses. Maybe follow up calls.  

Celeste Barrett added that she made connections with Mary Madgeline House (prostitutes trying to get out of the business)  
GLBTG group.  

 UAA votes this week regarding smoking on campus. Spoke to Fran Ulmer, they were concerned about enforcement issues. 
 Marie Lavigne added that the Anchorage Literacy Project is incorporating more wellness and health into their materials and 

classes. Getting tobacco included.  
 
Southwestern Region: Marilyn Thorsen  

 Cessation position has been offered to an applicant. Research coordinator for new project.  
 City Manager and police dept. are enforcing agencies but complaints come to us, about officers smoking in the patrol cars.   
 Continue to work with board and tobacco free campus 
 Losing 6 doctors, 3 of which are great supporters of program 

 
Western Region: Caroline Nevak is out of state, alternate could not attend. No report. 
 
Northern Region: Aubie Gregg unable to attend. No report. 
 
Members at large:  
Pat Reynaga Recently talked to legislators and staff in Juneau. 
 
Christy Grangaard is trying to get the professional population to become members. Had a great event at the school during the lunch 
hour, and is working on promoting at local events. As an AmeriCorp member, she is working with the community on emergency 
preparedness.  . 
 
2. Core Agency Reports: 
Alaska Native Health Board: Stacy Kelley as alternate for Lincoln Bean 

 They are working with behavioral health programs to standardize competency standards for aides 1,2, and 3. Working to 
integrate tobacco curriculum and thread it through their curriculum. They are proposing to have a seperate day to have a 
tobacco-specialized training, although it is a pretty intense competency list already. So this will fit nicely. All BH 1 will be 
trained, and then hopefully can get reimbursed through Medicaid. 

 They are looking at reciprical arangements so those who are tobacco trained, might be a behavioral health aide 1.   
 RFP for tobacco cessation for systems change came out. Working with grantees and working on their sustainability plan. 
 Participating on the Medicaid work group 

Tobacco treatment certification: next training si in Sept.;  More formal announcement will come out later. 
 Already getting requests for training. 
 ANTHC and HIS tobacco task force. Wolrkin with coding for charting system to better track providers who ask about tobacoo use 

and refer to quitline, and more codes to reflect if there is tribal counseling going on.   
ANTHC submitted propsal Head Start for 3 year project to develop model for sysgtem change within community and 
eventually statewide. 

 Research: Study in Dillingham.  
 ANTHC board –submitted report on tob free campus and that a number of other campuses went tobacco free. 

 
American Heart Ass’n/American Stroke Ass’n: Suzanne Sands    

 Suzanne reviewed the urgency of having quick response to stroke symptoms.  
 There was lots of interest for Frebruary Heart Month by wearing red, including at the capital. 
 Access to care issues and obesity prevention are additional focus areas. 
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American Cancer Society: Emily Nenon 

 They are working on policy issues such as the 4A’s (affordable, adequate, available, administratively simple 
 Insurance companies can kick people out just becaue they entered a clinical trial. Colleges are working on this. 
 Pain policy area is an interest area being delved into.  
 Apr 19th, Cancer survivorship conference. UAA consortium library. 
 Relay for Life community event dates around the state were announced.  

 
American Lung Ass’n: Kate Herring 

 Attended the CDC conference for asthma grantees and distributed cards for the Asthma kid kits, Champ camp in Anchorage and 
Limitless Adventure in Juneau. 

 Kate highlighted youth groups she has met with recently and how students can submit media ideas.  
 She gave an overview on education opportunities coming up. 
 She worked on the strategic plan for smokefree Anchorage coalition. 

 
3. Breakout groups met and reported out. 

Tobacco Summt:  Melanie Brenner, Chair 
 Location: Fairbanks, April 15 – 17 
 Potential themes: Ask local coalition, ideas include recipe for change, voice for change, seasons for change… 
 Nursing CEUs should be offered again. 
 Schedule might have the steering committee meet Tuesday and Wednesday, have the reception Wednesday night, and the 

summit all day Thursday and half of Friday, ending with a farwell brunch.  
 Include Save the Date in the memberhsip packet. 
 Potential Speakers: Richard Carmona, Frank Chaoupka. 
 Add youth to the target audience 

 
Communication: Laura Muller, Chair 

 Update the website, primarily expand the public information section 
 Have co-chairs write cover letter for membership packet and new member packet 
 Create a new outreach tool (cardstock for brochure racks) 
 Create a membership update form (to include in membership packet) 
 Revise the membership packet: 

 ATCA Contact information 
 List work groups and standing committees and 

contact info for chairs 
 Refer to ATCA website for Operational Guidelines 

and membership forms  
 Remove website information 
 Replace ATCA business cards with new brochure 

rack insert 

 Add updated membership contact form 
 Directory of key organizations 
 Acronyms 
 ATCA newsletter 
 Minutes from this meeting 
 Info from quitline and Quitline rack cards 
 Scholarship forms and cover sheet  
 Toll Free number

 
 
Scholarship:  Pat Reynaga, Chair 

 Keep same form and process.   
 Want to find out how much money is available for next year, skewing toward summit, plus other. \ 
 Plan only 1 face to face meeting for the summit. All other meetings will be by teleconference.    
 Review of current year: 11 Summit scholarships were awarded, with 8 being accepted.. 3 scholarships are awarded for training 

outside of Alaska.  
 Include scholarship packet in membership letter 
 Questions should be raised to the committee chair who will work with the contractor and state. 

 
Evaluation:  Chair to be identified at first teleconference meeting 

 The progress on the strategic plan should be reviewed in two years, although progress can informally be monitored at quarterly 
meetings if the agenda and minutes are organized around the goals of the strategic plan. 

 Send the summary sheet with reference to the ATCA website and state website for the entire document. 
 Encourage people to sign up to work on strategies. 
 Discussion on local coalitions included ideas of asking coalitions to promote ATCA membership, and regional steering committee 

members reaching out to new members in their region. 
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Youth work group: Kate Herring Chair. Members of this newly formed workgroup are Marti Pausback, Christine ??, 
Kay Ashton, Lakota is recruiting someone, Erin asks Lauren, Suzanne, Wilbur asks Wendy Hamilton to recruit 
someone, Melanie, Jessica Pena, Celeste Barrette?  

 
 

4. Strategic Plan Goals and Strategies Champions were identified for all strategies within the strategic plan and are identified 
within each section of these minutes. 
 
5. Orientation information was reviewed by co-chairs. A summary will be drafted for review by co-chairs and new steering 
committee members to be used for future orientations. 
 
 

Goal 6: Support and maintain a comprehensive, statewide tobacco control program 
Strategy Champion 
6.1 Maintain current and pursue optimum CDC funding and collaborate on seeking outside funding opportunities Suzanne Sands 

6.2   Ensure comprehensive data collection Erin Peterson 
 

Related Minutes:   
 State Report: Kathy Allely, Section Chief, Chronic Disease and Health Promotion gave an update on rfps and upcoming deadlines. 

Interviews are finished for the Program Manager position, and the interviews for the Outreach and Disparities Coordinator will be 
finished Monday. Staff announcements will be made as soon as possible. The Health Care Systems Grant is now called the 
Cessation Intervention Grant.  

 
 Advocacy Report: Alaska for Tobacco Free Kids Suzanne Sands gave an overview of the 3 page handout submitted with the 

agenda, and is also attached. 
 
 Discussion on new format for meetings/agendas/minute  Continue to build the agenda around the strategic plan, with potential 

linkages to strategies. Incorporate work group time into the agenda, preferably at the beginning of the day for the purpose of 
finishing tasks and confirming consensus. The majority of the work group tasks are done between meetings. 


