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Hello ATCA members!  

It was a pleasure to meet so 
many of you at the Juneau 
Tobacco Summit. 

Summit registration totaled 
65, 20 of whom were from 
Southeast. Overall satisfac-
tion as evaluated by atten-
dees was 3.8 out of 4 and 
deemed a success. The  
Summit planning committee 
set the goals of broadening 
the membership of ATCA, 
celebrating successes, edu-
cating about best practices, 
and beginning the Statewide 
Tobacco Planning process. 

Juneau was selected as the 
Summit host city because 
the steering committee 
wanted to educate and be 
visible to policymakers, and 
wanted to reach out and  
collaborate with the Alaska 
Native health directors who 
initially had their mega-
meeting planned for the 
same week in Juneau. 

Although the mega-meeting 
moved from Juneau, the 
Alaska Native Brotherhood 
and Sisterhood Hall was a 
great choice. There was 
awareness in the Juneau 
community about the Alaska 
Tobacco Control Alliance 
conference and the member-
ship was able to learn about 
and experience Southeast. 

 

 

 

Revisions to ATCA’s structure 
include:    

· Board was renamed to a 
Steering Committee 

· Executive committee was 
dissolved 

· Steering Committee size 
was reduced 

·   Four Alaska Native seats 
are appointed by ANHB 
Health Directors in light of 
prevalence disparity  

·  Steering Committee seats 
include four Native appoint-
ees, seven regional elected, 
four core agencies, one State, 
and two at-large seats 

·  Co-chairs are elected by 
the steering committee 

·  Recommendations to State 
on annual funding decisions is 
replaced by strategic guid-
ance. 

·  The steering committee 
elected seats one year terms 
begin in January.  

��
Besides representing you 
as ATCA members, the 
steering they are charged 
with representing a geo-
graphical region of the 
state, a core agency, or a 
population disparately bur-
dened by tobacco.   

We encourage you to com-
municate with Steering 
Committee members and 
invite you to participate in 
any of the workgroups 
listed on page 4. 

We are grateful to have 
worked with this Steering 
Committee as co-chairs, 
and are pleased to con-
tinue to serve this next 
year. Steering Committee 
meetings are planned for 
May 3, 4, August 16,17, 
and November 8, 9. 

         Sincerely, 

            Marge & Wilbur 
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Day 2 began with a Legislative Breakfast Reception and 
keynote presentations by Corrine Hutson, MD from CDC 
on Tobacco Programs: Present and Future, and Lisa 
D.H. Aquino, MHS, from the State Tobacco Prevention 
and Control Program, on Summary of Alaska Native 
Tobacco Use Data. 

After the breakfast reception, Lisa Aquino, State of 
Alaska and Tanya Iden, of Agnew::Beck Consultants, 
presented A Statewide Strategic Plan for Preventing 
Tobacco in Alaska, the First Steps. This was followed by 
an energetic round of tabletop discussions, and large 
group discussion including: 

· Cessation 

· Youth - encompassing youth enforcement, adults 
enabling youth tobacco use, and how to reach youth out 
of the school system 

· “Guerilla Marketing” and how to better access peo-
ple outside of the tobacco control movement 

· Worksite Health including 100 percent smoke-free 
worksites 

· Building/ Broadening the Coalition or Expanding the 
Reach - encompassing faith communities, the military 
community, and developing new partnerships 

Lunch arrived along with the announcement that the 
Steering Committee elected Marge Larson and Wilbur 
Brown to serve as co-chairs for another year. Congratu-
lations to both of them! 

Approximately 60 people attend Monday’s sessions, and 
52 attendees on Tuesday, including five legislators or 
their staff. The First Tobacco Summit was a deemed 
great success.        

Many thanks go to the planning committee, speakers, 
the Juneau team, exhibitors, and supporting businesses. 
Special thanks to the dance group. Their presentation 
during the awards reception made the evening special. �

The Silverbow Catering folks also get special thanks for 
the phenomenal food and beverages provided through-
out the conference. 

The first Alaska Tobacco Summit was held in      
Juneau, February 5 and 6, 2007, gathering facets of 
the tobacco prevention and control community, such 
as representatives from the State of Alaska tobacco 
program, community program coordinators, technical 
assistance programs, youth groups, concerned citi-
zens, voluntary health agencies, and others whose 
primary concern is reducing tobacco related death 
and disease in Alaska. 

After a welcome from co-chairs, Marge Larson and 
Wilbur Brown, Marge reported on the history of 
ATCA. Lisa D.H. Aquino, Program Manager of the 
State Tobacco Prevention and Control Program,  
updated us on the State Program, including staff 
changes. Julie Maher, PhD, of Program Design and 
Evaluation Services, presented a section on the re-
port titled “What State Survey Data Tells Us About 
Tobacco Use Among Alaska Natives: Implications 
For Program Planning – Executive Summary”. 

Patricia Sosa from Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids 
gave an insightful presentation on campaigns and 
coalitions that focused on partnership opportunities. 

Breakout sessions included: 

1. Faith Community Partnerships by Patricia Sosa 
of Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids 

2. Employer Plans and Workplace Tobacco Free 
Policies by Doug Osborn, SEARHC & Lakota 
Murray, ANTHC 

3. Family Physicians by Dr. Paul Davis, MD, 
Alaska Family Practice Residency 

Anna Sappah presented the reformatted ATCA web-
site. There have been major esthetic and formatting 
changes to make navigation easier. She briefed the 
group on the Yahoo Group page where discussions 
among ATCA members takes place. 
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ATCA had the privilege of soliciting 
two national speakers who are ex-
perts in their field. Corrine Husten, 
MD, Acting Director of the Office of 
Smoking and Health at CDC (Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention) is a national expert on tobacco prevention 
efforts and gave a plenary presentation on the 6th and a 
presentation during our legislative breakfast on the 7th.   

Corrine pointed out several key elements of comprehen-
sive programs nationwide: they do work; they minimize 
smoking prevalence; they reduce exposure to secondhand 
smoke and attributed heath care costs; save lives. How-
ever, a majority of programs are inadequately funded. 
Without adequate funding, positive trends will reverse. 

To date, tobacco use continues to be THE leading cause 
of preventable death in our nation. With that in mind, sup-
porting a state “comprehensive” program will play in keep-
ing young people from starting, increasing the number of 
people who quit, decreasing exposure to secondhand 
smoke, saving lives and reducing disease.  

- �+ � �5 �

- � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� ' � � 6 � # " & & " � ' � � & 7 " �

� � � � � # " � � � � � " # � �
� � ' � � 6 � # " & & " � ' � � & 7 " � �

�

�

� � � � � � % � � $ � � - � " � " # � " $ � � � � � � � � � � �
· 1

�
�����'���"�1����
�%� ���
�%��2�������

· �����'���������
��
��"#��� ��"(�� ��3�
�%��4��
	��	���5"(�� ��3�
�%�����
��	�� ��6������������������������������������������������ ��������
1������������)0��

�%�������

���

· �����������7��(
	����
����	��'� ����

	)��
�"(�� ��8�'����(�7��(
	�������
�
��

· 1�'���9��'�:� ���
���
���'���� ����� ��"��	���'�����(�
����

· 4�� �����"#��� ;������

�
�����'�����
��
��(������	����<������	�(( �

· $�

	�)���#�����
�"#��� ��6����/��'
���;�3=�

· $�

	�"�%�������������	�� ��<
���
�������"'����
���������>�� �

�

� � " " � � # ! � � � � � � � � " " � � % � � $ � �
· Pioneer Partners Marge Larson & Wilbur Brown, Co-Chairs 

· ATCA Summit Architect Janelle Baalke 

· Hit the Ground Running Award  Brenda Holden 

Following the awards the Yaaw Tei Yi Dance Group gave an amazing performance.  Many 
attendees were invited to join the dance group during their final dance performance and we en-
joyed seeing Wilbur, Emily and Patricia joined in as well as many other attendees.  

What better way to build community  
action than by partnering with the  
local faith community?  We had the  
honor of having Patricia Sosa, Vice  
President, and Constituency Relations of the Cam-
paign for Tobacco-Free Kids. She not only gave an 
overview on the benefits of Community Partnership 
building using faith leaders, but spilled over into per-
sonal small group discussions during breakout ses-
sions. Her enthusiasm was contagious and frequently 
noted by attendees. 
 

 Another key topic Patricia presented was the need 
for FDA Regulation on tobacco products though legis-
lation in the 110th Congress. This legislation would 
make an enormous impact on regulating tobacco 
products and restricting tobacco product market-
ing. CTFK and organizations from around the country 
are awaiting its introduction.  Keep abreast of this hot 
topic by regularly visiting www.tobaccofreekids.org. 
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